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ROSPECTS of an
Poutbreak of singing

in town reminds me
that I promised, a few
weeks ago to print a cou-
ple of songs here. These
songs were part of an
article on Agrarian
Strife, throughout the
country, by Pat Feeley in
the summer edition of
the Old Limerick Journal
and were sent to me from
Limerick by Castleisland
native Pat Kearney. The
ballad of John Twiss
deals with the trial and
subsequent hanging of
Twiss - a native of Cordal
and to whom a commem-
orative stone now stands -
at-Ardmona.

Hlstorlcally the hang-
ing of Twiss isseenasa’
grave injustice. The
downfall 1 of . John Twiss
came soon after the mur-
der, by clubbing, of
James Donovan,

- described by Feeley as an
emergency man on a
farm in the Glenlara dis-

- trict near Newmarket in

* Co. Cork. Donovan was
! killed by two men on an

April night in 1894.

"John Twiss, a convict-
ed Moonlighter, a noted
poacher anda thorn in
the side of the police,
was tried, convicted and
hanged for the Glenlara
murder;," according to Pat !
Feeley.

"Twiss affirmed his
innocence of the crime in
a remarkable speech
from the dock after he
had been found guilty.
The speech, though ram-
bling and repetitive, was
notable for its striking
images and its patent

honesty. It elevated the

- poor, ignorant country-

,man to another level and
; “gave credence to his

claim thaE he was of the
blood of gentlemen," - the
article states. The song
goes as follows:

= 2 SRR

b

John Twiss of
Castleisland. -

Farewell my dearest sis-
ter Jane , your fond and
last adleu

At the early age of th1r-
ty five I now must part
from you,

For the murder of
James Donovan I am now

cond d-to die

On the ninth of
February ninety-five
upon the scaffold high.

John Twiss from

Castleisland it's true it is

my name,

I never did commit a
crime, why I should deny
that same,

I own I was a sports-
man, with spirit light and -
gay, ;

But paid spies and
informers, my life they
swore away.

On the twenty-fifth of
April eighteen ninety- )
four,

That was the night,
dear sister Jane, long
years you may deplore

When I was taken pris-

~ oner, the police to me did -

say

For the Murder of*
James Donovan we arrest
you on this day. g

It was in the Cork
assizes my enemies all
swore

That I shot James
Donovan and laid him in
his gore

The jury found me
guilty, the judge to me did

say !

On the ninth of
February ninety-five, will
~ be your dying day. :

But whenTheardmy

__senternice passed: tg the
e-Ididsay
jury found me
guﬂty without the ieast
delay.
I swear that James
Donovan Inever yet did -

R?ay the Lord forgive
my enemies who proved
my overthrow.

My blessings of the
Mayor of Cork, and the
people there also

In thousands they peti-
tioned, to release me they

. did go

But my enemies were
determined I should my
life lay down

For paid spies and
informers - "A traitor to
the crown."

My last hour is
approaching, I hear the
déath bell toll

The hangman he has
pinioned me, I must now
give up my soul

You know that I am
innocent is all I have to

say
May the Lord forgive

my enemies, on all their

judgement day

TWISS

There is no music
attached but it looks like
the air of the Galtee
Mountain Boy, for one,
would fit the words neat-
ly.

: y’I‘he source of the above
song is credited to :
Seamus MacMathiina,
(editor) Traditional

Songs and Singers,
Combhaltas Ceoltoiri
Eireann, Dublin (1977
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