The Fever Hospital

Built in the year 1880, it replaced a temporary hospital which seaved during the Great
Famine. The two storey stone sutdding of five bays with a sated roof,is situated in
College Road. In its cowrtyard, the dispensary continues Lo operate to the present day,
while the Fever Hospital now serves as a schoot.

Fever Hospitals were supported partly by rates and patly fnom subscriptions raised
{ocatly. They were too small to cater for major epidemics, and simply housed patients
to t and prevent the spread of the disease, because medicine was then in s
ingancy.

In the fiwt year of opendng, the contract for providing bread at 8d for a 416 {oah was
awanded to Mawnvice © Conneld of, Castleirtand and Michaed O Conneil was to provide new
midk at 2d a quant.

In Febwary 1893, there was an owtbreak of the dreaded typhoid pever in the parish.
The source of the outbhreak was attvibuted to the unsanitary waten of, the Dooneen Rivei.
Symptoms of the fever were fist noticed in the towntland of Cragy, and quickly spread
thhoughout the parish. The hospitad was soon fidled to chronic overcrowding, and
witnessed 50 many deaths, that victims were placed togethen in madys graves at the rght
hand corner of St. Stephens’ Cemetery and at old Kitbannivane, Churcitown to thy and
contain the spread of the disease.

In the cowwse of a few days in Febwary 1894, 12 people died und in the week ending
March 312 1894, 10 had died. It was not until September 1894, that the fever finadly
disappeared, closing a tewnible chapter in Castleisdands' history. In 1918/1919 the
hospitad had to contend with a desser epidemic, this time the Spanish Infduenza, brougit
to Inedand by thoops returning from the tenches oy Faance, at the close of Wordd War 1.
The {ast house-doctor to serwe the hospital was Richarnd Harodd, M.D.,

In 1930, the building was sold to Archdeacon Casey, and so ended an era, the closing of
Castleistands’ ondy Hospital.
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